
 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

     Swimming may be a fun, active, and healthy sport but 
it also can be very dangerous if your child does not know 
how to swim properly or there is no supervision.  
     According to the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion (CPSC), close to 350 children, ages five and under, 
have drowned in residential swimming pools each year 
and on average, 3,600 children go to the emergency room 
after near-drowning incidents a year. 

     Living in Michigan poses a higher threat than most states for the potential of trage-
dies in water. This is because of our numerous swimming pools, ponds, and lakes in 
our Great Lakes State. In fact, in Michigan, drowning is the number two reason for 
the unintentional death of children fourteen and under.  
     Always remember to NEVER ever leave a child unattended while in water, even if it 
is for a second. Always have some sort of adult supervision, and never put another 
child in charge of another. In fact, taking a swim with them is a great way to keep an 
eye on them and cool yourself off in the hot summer weather. 
     Other possible ways to protect your child is to have them wear a bright bathing suit 
and make sure to lock the gates to the pool when you are not using it.  
     One of the best ways to keep children safe in the water is by enrolling them in 
swimming lessons. In addition to private classes, many non-profit organizations, such 
as your local YMCA, routinely offer swim lessons to the public.  
     Special thanks to Chris McCuiston, owner of Goldfish Swim School 
(www.goldfishswimschool.com) in Birmingham & Novi for providing these great tips. 
The Buckfire children are all students of this great swim school. 

     It is a time to celebrate our nationsô independence with family 
and friends. However, many dangers lie in the use of fireworks. In 
2008, alone there was an estimated amount of 7,000 injuries 
due to fireworks.  
     To eliminate injuries and educate the public on safe and responsible use of con-
sumer fireworks, we want to share with you some safety tips for the Fourth of July sea-
son. Provided by The National Council on Fireworks Safety. 
1) Use fireworks outdoors only 
2) Only persons over the age of 12 should handle sparklers of any type.  
3) Always have water handy. (A hose or bucket) 
4) Only use fireworks as intendedï don'tô try to alter or combine them. 
5) Never relight a ñdudò firework ïwait 20 minutes and then soak in a pail of water. 
6) Alcohol and fireworks do not mix. Have a ñdesignated shooter.ò 
7) Obey local lawsðdo not use illegal fireworks or explosives. 
Following these tips will help you and your family safely celebrate the 4th of July.           
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Ten Tips To Get Your Child To Wear A Bike Helmet 
     Did you know that children under sixteen years old account for 40% of all bicycle 

accident deaths in the United States?  Of those tragic deaths, 44% are due to head 

injuries.   In addition, 7% of all brain injuries in the United States are from bicycle-

related accidents.  As a parent, it is vital that your children to wear a bicycle 

helmet every time they ride their bike.  

     The National Center for Statistics and Analysis cites: òBicycle helmets are 85%-

88% effective in eliminating or reducing head injuries and fatalities resulting from bicy-

cle accidents.ó   Here are some tips that parents can use to get their children to wear 

a helmet EVERY TIME they ride their bike: 

1. Start them wearing a helmet as early as possible, even when they are on a tricycle. 

2. Let them choose their own helmet.  Just make sure that itõs comfortable, fits        
properly, and safe. 

3. Wear a helmet yourself when riding a bike to lead by example. 

4. Encourage your childõs friends to wear helmets. 

5. Teach your child the importance of the brain and protecting his or her head. 

6. Give your child a short course in bicycle safety to show that wearing a helmet is not a rule that you invented. Check 

out http://kidshealth.org  for more information. 

7. Show your child that professional bicyclists and other athletes wear helmets. 

8. Take your child to bicycle racing events where all participants wear helmets. 

9. Praise your children openly for wearing a helmet. 

10.  Be firm and consistent in your demand for helmet use.  If you let it go even once, they will quickly presume that it is 

not always mandatory. 

By following these tips, you will encourage helmet use and prevent serious injuries from bike accidents to your children. 

     Kids are out of school, individuals are taking time off work for travel, 
and weather conditions are good in the summertimeðall of this leading 
to more people on the road. With texting becoming a more popular way 
to communicate, texting while driving has become a safety issue, specifi-
cally in the State of Michigan, causing numerous Michigan car acci-
dents. 
     According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
nearly 80% of auto accidents and 65 percent of near-auto accidents in-
volve some form of driver inattention. In fact, a person texting while 
driving is 23% more likely to cause a car accident .  
     In Michigan, texting while driving is considered a secondary offense. 
A person must be pulled over for a different reason other than texting 

while driving, in order to receive an offense. However, that all may change come July 1st. A new version of the bill was 
amended by Senate recently to make texting while driving a primary offense. A first offense would cost $100, and repeat 
offenses would cost $200.  
     Our law firm sees the results of car accidents every day with the clients we represent. We understand the seriousness of 
these injuries and how they affect a persons everyday life. We also know with certain precautions, many of these car acci-
dents can be prevented, one of them being no texting while driving. If the law passes, the percent of people who will text 
and drive will hopefully decrease, thereby reducing the number of accidents in Michigan.  

Firm Supports Ban on Texting While Driving 



 

Buckfire & Buckfire Sponsors MADD Awards 
     BBQõs, graduation parties, pool partiesñall a part of summer, but 

unfortunately the time where partying is more prevalent and the tempta-

tion for drinking and driving is high. In fact, during the months of June, 

July, and August, accidents resulting from drinking and driving are par-

ticularly high.  
     We recently were a proud Champion Sponsor of Mothers Against Drunk 

Driving Life Saver Awards ceremony which honored all law enforcement offi-

cers from Macomb, Oakland, and Wayne counties for their arrests and efforts 

in eliminating drunk driving on the roadways.  

     òWe believe that investing in our community not only improves the lives of 

our friends and neighbors, but it also enriches our own lives and makes us bet-

ter lawyersó said Lawrence J. Buckfire after the event.  

     Our law firm is dedicated to eliminating drunk driving accidents in Michigan 

and specializes in representing victims of drunk driving accidents.  
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Get Your Free Legal Books 
Call (800) 606 -1717 or visit 

www.BuckfireLaw.com  

ñThe Ultimate Michigan Car 
Accident Handbookò explains 

your rights to No -Fault benefits, 
personal injury, claims, and 

property damage claims.  

ñThe Ultimate Michigan Medical 
Practice Handbookò explains the 
legal process and what it takes to 
win your case. It is an excellent 
resource on Michigan medical 
malpractice cases and nursing 

home neglect cases. 

ñThe Ultimate Michigan Dog 
Bite & Animal Attack Hand-
bookò explains the rights of dog 
bite victims to recover money 
and damages for their injuries 

and medical treatment.  

Firm Paralegal, Erica VanDuine and Mar-
keting Director, Kathryn Fish at the Life 
Saver Awards ceremony. 

Brush With Fame  

HAVE YOU OR A FAMILY MEMBER HAD 

A BRUSH WITH FAME?  
     

     Email your pictures to Larry@BuckfireLaw.com 

or send them in the mail and weõll pick some for 

our newsletters. If your photo is published, you 

will get to choose either a $50 gift certificate to 

Barnes & Noble or AMC Movie Theaters.  

Mary Ann Kennedy with President Carter 

     President Carter served as president from 

1977 to 1981. He is known for his significant for-

eign policy accomplishments of his administration 

including the Panama Canal treaties and also for 

his compassion for human rights throughout the 

world and major environmental protection legisla-

tion. Client Mary Ann Kennedy was lucky enough 

to run into President Carter and his family while 

she was on a cruise ship vacation.  


